
March 26, 2020 
Faith Lutheran School  

So Much That is New! 

New schedule; new learning methods; new expectations; new ways to stay in touch; new ways to cope—new way 

to live! 

But, at the same time: 

Same family; same teachers, same friends; same ways to shop (thank you, Amazon!); same feelings (only way 

more intense!); and . . . 

. . . same God!!  

For the past couple weeks, we have ventured into a new way of life. It is new and scary, and I’m not sure I like it 

all that much. I miss baseball and March Madness; I miss Sunday morning worship services and going out for 

dinner; I miss Faith’s noisy lunchroom and greeting each of you every morning. 

Mostly, I miss each of you. 

I know this experience won’t last forever, and I do like that! However, there are a few things I’m learning from 

this time away from our “normal” that I hope and pray do last forever! 

 Some of the concepts and connections that distance learning brings. It is different, but is proving to be 

really effective. 

 Faith students are engaged and enjoying what their teachers have prepared for them. (Be sure to read 

the unsolicited email sent to me by a parent—page 2—one of many!!) 

 Faith teachers are dedicated to learning new, creative ways to engage their students. 

 The idea that change can be good! Plato is credited with saying, “Necessity is the mother of invention.” The 

present “need” for changing our mode of delivery for education was thrust upon us rather quickly. But I 

sense the joy and freedom that is born out of asking the right questions; struggling together, with no clear 

answers, to make things new and fresh. Maybe, just maybe, this is a paradigm shift that our education 

system actually needed! 

 Organizations focused on God’s love and compassion can effectively care for people who are afraid and 

have tangible needs. Serving one another becomes purposeful when we make (are forced to take?) the time 

to see and experience those needs. 

It’s so easy for us to get comfortable in our “normal,” day-to-day patterns of life. It’s even easier, in that state of 

comfort, to become blind to the fact that people all around us are hurting with needs we, as a community, can 

serve. 

I wonder if keeping a few of the “new” things we’re experiencing in this time of trial isn’t part of God’s plan to 

grow us, His church, so we share what He has given to us with the world around us. There are many students 

floundering with not much direction during this crazy time of change. That is not the case here at Faith. We have 

something to offer and our students know what it is: they are cared for! They are being nurtured. Maybe it’s such 

a time as this that can inspire us to share with those in need what our God wants to offer all His children. And, all 

we have to do is invite them to come to school with us. 

Thanks for helping get the word out. Let’s fill Faith Lutheran School to capacity and beyond!! 

God’s Peace! 

Mr. Neumiller 



 

Hello Mr. Neumiller, 

I hope you and your family are doing well. We are all doing well. 

I wanted to let you know how impressed I am with the fantastic job that my kids’ teachers are doing to keep 

learning happening from afar.  

Mrs. McMillen’s high-tech online classroom is awesome and super user friendly. Samuel is able to navigate the 

site and complete his work with very little help from me. Miss Kravitz made excellent packets with everything 

labeled and organized. Claudia knows exactly what to do. 

My kids are excited to do their school work in the mornings. Samuel is most excited to see the new comments 

from his classmates and to listen to Mrs. McMillen’s devotionals. Claudia likes her religion workbook. 

Nathan is even getting in on the school work as well. I feel like my kids are continuing to learn and won ’t be 

behind when they get back to school. 

We are so grateful to be part of the community at Faith. I am constantly impressed with how everything is so 

well thought out and just top notch. Thank you and we appreciate all the hard work that is being done to keep 

the kids learning. 

Thank you, 

Katy Acklam 

Homework Resources 

If you are looking for additional resources to 

keep your child involved in academic activities, 

you will find a list of free educational websites 

on our school website by click the link below, 

or going to Parents, Homework Help. 

 https://www.flschool.org/homeworkhelp  

 “For this reason I say to you, do not be worried 
about your life, as to what you will eat or what you 
will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will 
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, 
that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not worth much more than they? And who 
of you by being worried can add a single hour to his 
life?”  

Matthew 6:25-27  

https://www.flschool.org/homeworkhelp


  

We are so thankful for all of our school families, and we appreciate hearing from you during this challenging 

time. Our teachers are working hard to make sure your child’s education is moving forward in meaningful 

ways. From Mrs. Koehler’s Corner (in a corner of her living room!) to Mrs. Lever’s “brain-breaks” (in which one 

episode saw her “arrested” by her husband as he explained to her students the many facets of his job as a Lacey 

police officer!!) to many other teacher’s Facebook or Zoom live classroom gatherings, Faith teachers are truly 

investing more hours in making learning meaningful in this new paradigm than when their classes were 

“normal.” Learning how to deliver content and function as a community in these new ways has many of us 

sitting in front of screens for hours on end, not realizing that time has slipped away and day has turned into the 

middle of the night. 

We also appreciate how difficult this time is for you. Many of you are having to work from home while making 

sure your child is doing his/her homework and understanding what he/she is learning. This “new normal” is 

going to test our resilience and our resolve for working together as a community. Please know that we care 

about our students, their families, and our staff very much. We pray that this is evident in what your child(ren) 

are experiencing. We want our parents to experience this same care and support. Please share what is 

happening in your lives with us. Can we be of assistance to you as you adjust to working at home? 

Assistance is very close to being “on the way.” The US Senate voted last night to pass a bill that, if passed 

Thursday by the House of Representatives, will provide much needed financial aid to small businesses, wage 

earners, and schools. It will come in many forms and not immediately, but it will come. We need to be ready to 

discuss the possibilities and the hope this assistance can provide, knowing it will not “fix” everything or alleviate 

all of our fears. But, as we discuss together what all the possibilities are that it can bring, we will be moving on 

and through this present darkness. 

God is with us and will never leave us. That is His promise; not our wish or “hope,” but His faithful promise to 

His children, whom He loves. 

Some final thoughts: 

 We continue to trust God who is faithful in all things, and we continue to respect and follow the guidelines of 

those placed by Him in positions of authority. Let us not allow public opinion to replace science and God’s 

created order. 

 Please consider the power of prayer and the importance of our faithful testimony as disciples of Jesus in 

times when many things are uncertain. 

Psalm 46 God Is Our Fortress (ESV) 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 

    a very present help in trouble. 

2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

    though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 

3 though its waters roar and foam, 

    though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy habitation of the Most High. 

5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

    God will help her when morning dawns. 

6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

    he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 

8 Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

    how he has brought desolations on the earth. 

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

    he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the chariots with fire. 

10 “Be still, and know that I am God. 

      I will be exalted among the nations, 

      I will be exalted in the earth!” 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

      the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 



Faith Lutheran School Coronavirus Updates 

 

 FLS office hours will be Monday – Friday; 9:00am to 1:00pm until further notice. 

 The Shoe Drive fundraiser will continue as planned. Please drop shoes off in the designated bin outside 

the school office, church office, or childcare. 

 The requirement for stewardship hours will be suspended for the second half of the school year. 

 Families experiencing financial hardship during this unprecedented school closure due to loss of 

income, please contact Mr. Neumiller at c.neumiller@faithcampus.org. 

 Faith Lutheran Childcare remains open for now and has room for drop-in services. Please contact the 

director, Julie Miller, if this is a need for your family. 

 Email:   j.miller@faithcampus.org 

 Child Care phone #:  360-491-1118 

 

 

Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction - Coronavirus updates: 

 

 Public schools are working to move into virtual/remote instruction sometime in April. 

 Child centers may continue to operate, and childcare workers are still designated as “essential workers”. 

This service may continue to be offered to families who require this care. 

 Schools and preschools are still authorized to create packets of educational materials for pick up during 

the governor’s two-week mandated “stay home, stay safe” order. Social distancing of “at least six feet” 

must be maintained during scheduled pick up times. 

 There is continued concern regarding the spread of this virus, so no decision has yet been made by the 

state regarding the length of the present school closure to or beyond April 24. Chris Reykdal, the WA 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction, will not be the person making this decision, but he has 

requested that state officials give advance notice to schools if the closure is extended. 

 

 

General Coronavirus Resources: 

 

 A Parent's Guide to Discuss Coronavirus with Children 

 Letter to the community regarding COVID-19 - from Diana Yu, Acting Health Officer, Thurston County 

 WA State Department of Health - Coronavirus webpage 

 Centers for Disease Control - Coronavirus webpage 

 CDC - Resources for Home webpage 

 Washington Post Article - Why outbreaks like coronavirus spread exponentially, and how to "flatten the 
curve" 

“Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen 

you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  

Isaiah 41:10 

mailto:c.neumiller@faithcampus.org
mailto:j.miller@faithcampus.org
https://mcusercontent.com/1c5c88ca672f4862bc56a85e2/files/df688ea9-b289-4fab-94c5-a1ea1eca3440/HERO_5_WAYS_TO_DISCUSS_COVID19_2020.pdf
https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/tchome/tchomedocuments/03_24_Dr.YuCOVID19Update.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/corona-simulator/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/corona-simulator/


Neumiller’s News Videos 

Have you seen Mr. Neumiller’s News videos? His 

most current video is posted on the home page of 

our school website at www.flschool.org. If you 

want to see the others he has created, go to Our 

School, then Neumiller’s News Videos. Keep 

checking back periodically to see his latest video. 

SHOE DRIVE 

Thank you to everyone who is continuing to make donations!!  

Are you looking for things to do while you are staying home and staying healthy? This is a 

great time to go through your closets looking for those shoes, boots, cleats, flip flops, sandals, etc. that no longer 

fit, you no longer wear, or just take up space in your closet. Encourage family members and friends to do the 

same. 

We are continuing to accept donations in the bin outside of the school office, church office and childcare.  

Childcare Update 

Faith Families, 

We hope you are all doing well and staying 

healthy.  I just wanted to let you know that we are 

able to open childcare up to Faith Lutheran 

families for drop-in care, if needed.  We 

understand this is a hard time for everyone.  If 

childcare has been something that is hard to find 

for you, please let us know how we can help.  We 

are available for drop-in with at least one day’s 

notice, or we can provide care for the month of 

April. I plan to hold the spots of our current 

children that have stepped out for the time being, 

so I cannot provide long-term care.  However, we 

can make a case-by-case plan for what your needs 

may be. 

All this being said, please make sure your children 

are well before coming to childcare.  Our top 

priority is the health and safety of all of your 

children.  We are practicing frequent hand 

washing and cleaning.  The hours of childcare 

have changed.  We are currently open from 

7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. due to the low number of 

children. This may change depending on the needs 

of our families, but for now this is how we keep 

our doors open.   

Sincerely, 

Julie Miller, Childcare Director 

(360) 491-1118 

j.miller@faithcampus.org 

Easter Egg Hunt Canceled 
 

Due to the coronavirus, the Faith Lutheran Easter 

Egg Hunt is canceled. But it will be back in 2021! 

7075 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 

360-491-1733 
Email:  FLSOffice@FaithCampus.org  

Website:  www.flschool.org 

Faith Lutheran School 

 Collect shoes! 

 Wash your hands! 

 Don’t touch your face 

 Enjoy family time!! 

 Pray for our country, our school, and our school 

families 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not 
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

John 14:27  


